THE sections were from a slowly-growing melanosis cutis. The pigment-cells were well shown, and an early epithelial degeneration could be seen.
E. D., AGED 48, housewife, came up to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, under the care of Dr. Adamson, to whom I am indebted for being allowed to show the case, with a patch of psoriasis on the right leg. She was noticed also to have some pale, slightly raised nodules, about the size of a lentil, on her lower eyelids. When attention was drawn to these, patient said that they were of no moment, gave rise to no inconvenience, and that she had had them for years. The mother and one sister had the same condition; three other sisters were free, and no male member of the family was affected.
Clinically, the diagnosis made was a form of Brooke's epithelioma adenoides cysticum, or Jarisch's tricho-epithelioma papulosum. A piece was excised for microscopic examination. A section showed a benign circumscribed tumour, an adenoma of the lanugo hair-follicles and of the sebaceous glands. The cells of the lanugo hair-follicles were mature; the gradual transition from the stratum spinosum to the horny layer was complete. In the centre lay a lanugo hair surrounded by a considerable amount of horny material, containing eleidin granules. The sebaceous glands were embryonic, consisting of masses of epithelial cells, only few of which had become true sebaceous gland-cells. Around the adenoma was a considerable infiltration of both small round cells and plasma-cells.
In cutting the block further down and staining some of the sections the appearance given above was completely altered. It showed an adenoma of the sweat-ducts, a syringo-cystadenomna. There were some small solid masses of epithelial cells, none of which branched. There were also some small cysts, many of which were filled with colloid material, others quite empty, the wall of the cyst in every case being made up of two layers of cells. That part of the inner layer facing the cavity was hyaline in appearance. There was no membrana propria, but the cysts were surrounded by a layer of very fine spindle-cells with a long nucleus quite distinct from the connective tissue around. These spindle-cells had been described several times, and were looked upon by most observers as being muscle to contract the sweat-ducts. Deeper down in the subcutis were the sweat-glands, which were quite normal in structure. Here there was a case of a mixed tumour-a form of trichoepithelioma papulosum on the one hand, and a syringo-cystadenoma on the other. The first section, in the exhibitor's opinion, differed only from the cases described by Brooke, Jarisch, and others in that the cells of the tumour were more imiature, more benign, and if one could speak of a cutting-off of epithelial cells, then the cells represented in the section could be said to have been cut off at a later date in embryonic life than those represented in Brooke's and other cases. In Brooke's cases, for instance, none of the epithelial cells had become transformed into true sebaceous gland-cells, and the epithelial cells surrounding the lanugo hairs did not show the transition fornms froim the stratum spinosun-l up to the stratum corneum as one saw in normal epidermis.
The naine tricho-epithelioma did not mean malignancy, since the term "epithelioma" was used on the Continent for any collection of epithelial cells, innocent or malignant.
The great peculiarity of this tumour was its mixed character; its further significance was that it formed a link and connected all the cases from those first described by Kaposi under the name of lyiiphangioma tuberosum multiplex-viz., Jacquet and Darier's hydradenomes eruptifs, the cellulomes epithelials eruptifs of Quinquaud, the hainiangio-endothelioma of Jarisch, the endothelioma tuberosum colloides of Kromayer, the naevi cystepitheliomatosi disseminati of Gassmann, and the acanthoma adenoides cysticum of Unna.
Case of Acroteric Sclerodermia. By T. D. SAVILL, M.D.
THE patient was a woman, aged 56, who had coldness of the extremities, and to some extent of the nose. The condition had come on during the last two and a half years. Her mother was subject to
